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by Cheryl Schaefer

We’ve sprung ahead, the temps are going up, the snow banks are going down,
and suddenly spring is before us with all that it brings: track/baseball/soccer
season, the wind-down of First Family Night and mid-week programs, the gearup for summer trips and festivities, and so much more!
Yikes! Are we ready? Anybody else feel like you’ve crawled out of a hazy fog
and are blinking your eyes, wondering what just happened? Winter does that to
me every year.
We just took the bus out for our first prayer drive around Cedar Grove. Dave
Otte let us know that it’s not good for the bus to sit in the parking lot for long
stretches without use, so we’ve written a bus prayer drive into our weekly
routine. If you see the bus out circling town, you’ll know what’s going on. Pray
with us!
Our grandtwins are doing great! Both are over four pounds now! More than
double their birth weight! With every hurdle they overcome, the awe and
gratitude increase. What blessing! What testimony to God’s hand at work!
I’ve been reading through the passion week accounts in the gospels as I prepare
the prayer journey for this year. The time Jesus spent in the Garden of
Gethsemane always speaks to me. All four gospels talk about it, though John
doesn’t say much. Matthew’s and Mark’s accounts are almost identical, but Luke
adds a few details the others leave out. His account really captures the intensity
of Jesus’ praying. We see Jesus spending long hours in prayer before other

significant events, like choosing the twelve apostles, but in Gethsemane he prays
like he has never prayed before. Luke documents his sweat being like great
drops of blood.
Jesus was in a “do or die” situation. Well, rather a “do and die” situation. The
temptation to stop yielding to the Father was severe. The weight of the world –
the future of all mankind – rested on his shoulders, on his not giving in to the
temptation. And he didn’t. That’s the triumph we celebrate with him. He didn’t!
And his triumph became our triumph! He didn’t give in! He persevered! He held
fast to the Father, crying out to Him, pouring out his struggle, praying the same
prayer again and again, filling the wait, not with fear, not with distraction, not
with numbing or medicating, but with continued crying out to the Father,
knowing it was just a matter of minutes, passing minutes that must have felt
endless, and then the end would unfold.
It reminds me of these lines in Psalm 91:
“Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him.
I will protect him because he knows my name.”
That’s the key to fighting temptation. The temptation to doubt, the temptation to
fear, the temptation to despair, the temptation to distrust God’s promises and to
distrust His goodness. Knowing God’s Name, the powerful promise of it, is the
key to living large. It’s the key to knowing joy. It’s the key to confidence in Christ.
It’s the key to abundant life. Holding fast to Jesus, clinging to His Name,
counting on it in our desperation.
God’s Name, I AM, promises just what it says: He is and He always is. Always
present, always almighty, always aware of everything (EVERYTHING!), and
always good. Jesus’ Name is Savior. When you cry out, “Jesus!”, you cry out,
“Save me!” When you add “Christ” to that, you acknowledge Jesus as the
promised Savior that I AM sent as His message and as the full display of His
unconditional, unrestrained, uncompromising love.
Even in his final battle, Jesus taught us how to do life. Will I remember his lesson?
Will I test it for myself when temptation confronts me?
Change is in the air. Winter to spring. Gloom to expectation. Fog to sunshine.
Doubt to hope. Resignation to resurrection power! God is good. All the time.
His promises and His Name are not just for yesterday, but for today and forever!
He is trustworthy and able and abounding in steadfast love at all times and in all
situations.
What blessing! What testimony to God’s hand at work! Let that drive our
prayers – around Cedar Grove and unto the ends of the world!
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Dear Church family
Thank you all for your prayers, cards
and concern. Please continue to keep
me in your prayers as I will be on
oxygen for the rest of my life due to
the condition of my heart. Thanks
again.
In Christian Love,
Dawn Claussen

Thank you for the prayers, visits, cards
and communion by Pastor Chris and
Elders.
Eleanor & David DeMaster

Thank you to all that sent cards
and stopped by the Gardens to
wish me a happy 90th birthday. It
was great to hear from you and to
see many of you too. I am
thankful for my church family as
they remember me each Easter
and Christmas with the lovely
plants.
Lorraine Huibregtse
Thank you for the cards, visits and
prayers since my shoulder surgery.
Larry TenPas

Thank you so much for the love that you
show me through your prayers, gifts,
and encouragement! I am very blessed
with a great team that believes in the
importance of InterVarsity’s ministry, so
thank you for being a part of it. I pray
that this Valentine’s Day you feel love
from family, friends, and most of all: our
savior Jesus Christ!

Thank you for hosting another great
blood drive at Cedar Grove
Community! You had 15 people
present to donate and we were able to
collect 13 units of blood, potentially
helping to extend or save the lives of up
to 39 patients in local hospitals. You
also had 1 first time donors!

Alex Holle

Blood Center of Wisconsin

First Reformed Church,
Evan and I want to extend our deepest thanks for your financial support over the past year. We
are young and do not have very many financial connections, so being connected with your
church is so encouraging! You help pay our electric, propane, and food bill every month. We
honestly do not know where we would be without you. Every month you make us feel so loved
and supported!
Thank you so much for believing in us and what we are doing here at Camp Daniel. We would
love to come and meet you all, if you will have us. Your church and community are in our
prayers!
God Bless,
Annissa & Evan Hartwig – CampDaniel.org
To stay up to date on what is going on in our life, visit our blog at:
OurOrdinaryAdventureBlog.wordpress.com

May is National Foster Care Month
Sheboygan County Department of Health and Human Services salutes the group of
committed foster parents who share their hearts and homes with children whose
families are unable to care for them on a temporary basis. These foster families provide
safe and nurturing homes, and help children reunite with their birth families, or in some
cases, help children become a permanent part of their own or other families.
Foster families are needed for children of all ages. Training and support are provided
for parents who join the program. If you have a desire to learn more about becoming a
foster home, please contact Elizabeth Jensema at 920-459-3236. Change the lifetime
of a Child!
THANK YOU for helping us express our appreciation to our dedicated and hardworking
foster parents!!!!
Sincerely,
Beth Jensema, Becki Weedman, Sue Schmidt and Becky Zak
Foster Care Staff
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